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Hogan 
mandates 


wearing 
of masks 


Beginning Saturday, 
faces must be covered 
in stores, on transit 


By NATHAN RUIZ, EMILY OPILO 
AND PAMELA Woop 


Gov. Larry Hogan is requiring masks 
or face coverings to be worn in stores 
and on public transit beginning Saturday, 
as Maryland continues to face the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The order, which Hogan announced 
Wednesday, comes on the heels of 
several local governments enacting 
mask requirements or guidelines, in- 
cluding Baltimore. Cloth masks, home- 
made masks and bandannas meet the 
requirements. 

The order also requires stores and 
carryout restaurants that remain open to 
mark 6-foot distances for people to stand 
in line, sanitize the handles of shopping 
carts and baskets, and allow workers to 
wash their hands every 30 minutes. 

“While this order is an important step 
in our immediate efforts to protect 
public health and safety, the wearing of 
masks is also something that we may all 
have to become more accustomed to in 
order to safely reopen our state? Hogan 
said during a news conference at the 
State House in Annapolis. Hogan and his 
staff members continued their practice 
of wearing masks at the event, removing 
them only to speak at the podium. 

Hogan said Maryland is beginning to 
see initial signs that social distancing is 
working. Hospitalization rates are start- 
ing to show possible signs of stabilizing. 

But Marylanders continue to get sick 
See MASKS, page 5 
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Balto. Co. to open 
first testing site 


The clinic at the Maryland State Fair- 
grounds in Timonium will test people 
who have a medical order from a health 
care provider. Once authorization is 
obtained, people must schedule an 
appointment using the state-designated 
Chesapeake Regional Information 
System. NEWS PG 2 


E The instructions on your Maryland 
special general election ballot are 
wrong. You don’t need stamps. 

NEWS PG 2 


E Federal judge orders the release of a 
Baltimore man awaiting trial amid the 
outbreak. NEWS PG 2 


E Government relief checks began 
arriving in Americans’ bank accounts as 
the economic damage to the U.S. piled 
up. NEWS PG 4 


E World leaders decry the U.S. funding 
freeze to the World Health 
Organization. NEWS PG 4 


E Step-by-step instructions on how to 
make your own masks. NEWS PG 5 
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People look out the window at FutureCare Lochearn after officials said they uncovered an outbreak of COVID-19 among its population 
of 200 residents. The facility conducted widespread testing of both symptomatic and asymptomatic residents and staff. 


Nursing home reports 
state’s largest outbreak 


FutureCare Lochearn 
conducted proactive 


testing, finding 170 cases 


By SCOTT DANCE 


In one of the largest known coronavirus 
outbreaks in the country, 129 residents and 
41 staffers at a Northwest Baltimore 
nursing home have tested positive for 
COVID-9 infection, officials with the city 
and the home’s operator confirmed 


Wednesday. 

The FutureCare Lochearn facility re- 
ported its first confirmed case March 31, 
Baltimore Health Commissioner Dr. Leti- 
tia Dzirasa said, and as of Tuesday 
morning, 35 infections had been reported 
there, state officials said. FutureCare 
officials said they had been following 
guidance to restrict visitors and require 
staff to wear protective equipment. 

FutureCare discovered that the out- 
break had exploded through Lochearn 
when it decided to conduct what’s known 
as “widespread surveillance testing” of 


both symptomatic and asymptomatic resi- 
dents and staff. A FutureCare spokeswom- 
an said the company sought out the testing 
out of concern that the facility’s population 
of 200 residents was especially vulnerable 
because it is in an area with some of the 
highest numbers of COVID4~19 infections 
in the state. 

Most of the residents were not showing 
symptoms linked to coronavirus infection, 
and still are not, FutureCare spokeswoman 
Holly O’Shea said in a statement. But 
nursing home administrators “felt strongly 
See OUTBREAK, page 12 


Nurse dies; son, also a nurse, sounds warning 


By KEVIN RECTOR 


When Liam St. John entered his moth- 
er’s hospital room in head-to-toe protec- 
tive gear, his instincts as a nurse took over. 
He surveyed the accouterments of her 
medical care, the drips and the IV and the 
ventilator, and carefully read over the 
monitors showing her vital signs. It all 
seemed clinical, familiar. 

But when the goodbyes began, with him 
dialing in loved ones on a cellphone in a 
plastic bag, and playing recorded messages 
from his two kids in hopes their grand- 
mother would somehow hear, all his 
medical training fell away, he said, and “a 
See NURSE, page 9 


Evelyn Caro with 
her son, Liam St. 
John, in 2007, 
around the time he 
graduated from 
nursing school. 
Caro, also a nurse, 
died over the 
weekend at age 69 
after contracting 
the coronavirus. 


COURTESY OF 
LIAM ST. JOHN 


15th officer charged in connection to corruption scandal 


By JUSTIN FENTON 


A 15th Baltimore Police officer has been 
charged by federal prosecutors in the 
continuing fallout of the Gun Trace Task 
Force corruption scandal. 

Victor Rivera, who retired in March after 
nearly 26 years with the department, was 
charged through criminal information 
Wednesday with lying to federal investiga- 


tors about selling cocaine, which they say 
had been swiped from a reported record- 
setting cocaine seizure of 41 kilograms in 
2009. 

Rivera had been implicated last month, 
when prosecutors charged another officer 
in connection with that incident. The 
charging document in that case said “V.R? 
sold cocaine to one of his confidential 
informants, and received the proceeds and 


shared them with detectives Ivo Louvado 
and Keith Gladstone. 

Rivera’s take, according to federal prose- 
cutors, was $20,000. He faces a maximum 
possible penalty of 10 years in prison. 

Louvado was charged with lying to the 
FBI about the case last month; Gladstone 
pleaded guilty in early 2019 with planting a 
BB gun in 2014 to help justify another 
officer running down a man with his 


vehicle. 

Prosecutors say Rivera sat for an inter- 
view with the FBI in November 2019, and 
denied bringing the drugs to his informant 
and splitting the proceeds. 

The charges are the latest in the 
long-running federal corruption probe that 
started with a 2015 wiretap investigation of 
a drug crew in Northeast Baltimore by 
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